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BEGIN SUMMARY: IN A DISCUSSION WITH MAJOR GENERAL 
BRANDT, CHILE OP POLITICAL/MILITARY APFAIRS IN THE 
PEDERAL MINISTRY OP DEPENSE ON JAN. 21, BRANDT SAID THAT 
THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT POSITION WAS THAT THE ADDITION TO 
THE ADDENDUM TO THE MOU MADE SENSE AND THAT IT LOOKED 
PORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE TO THE U.S. ADOPTING THE GERMAN 
120MM SMOOTH BORE GUN POR THE XM-1 SOMETIME IN THE 
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FUTURE. SHOULD THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S CONFIDENCE THAT 
THE U.S. WOULD EVENTUALLY ADOPT THE 120MM SMOOTH BORE GUN 
PROVE TO BE UNFOUNDED, THE RESULT WOULD BE THAT THE CAUSE 
OF NATO STANDARDIZATION WOULD LIE DORMANT FOR THE NEXT 
TEN YEARS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BRANDT EMPHASIZED HOW EMOTIONAL AN ISSUE THE TANK IS 
IN THE EYES OF THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT, PARLIAMENT, PRESS 
AND PUBLIC. VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE BUNDESTAG DID NOT 
SHARE THE GOVERNMENT'S VIEWS CONCERNING THE TANK ISSUE. 
KARL DAMM, FOR EXAMPLE, WOULD BE TELLING ONE AND ALL THAT 
HE WOULD NEVER VOTE MONEY FOR A NATO AWACS UNLESS OR UN- 
TIL THE U.S. AGREED TO PURCHASE THE LEOPARD 2 FOR USE ON 
THE CENTRAL FRONT (SEE IN THIS CONNECTION REF B). 


2. EMBOFF NOTED THAT MINISTER LEBER HAD AGREED WITH 
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HOFFMANN THAT EVALUATIONS OF THE 
XM-1 AND THE LEOPARD 2 WOULD NOW BE LIMITED TO CERTAIN 
AGREED SUB-SYSTEMS. GENERAL BRANDT ASSENTED AND NOTED 
THAT THIS AGREEMENT WAS LOGICAL IN VIEW OF THE ADDENDUM. 

3. EMBOFF ASKED WHETHER THE FRG'S CONFIDENCE THAT THE 

U.S. WOULD ADOPT THE GERMAN 120MM SMOOTH BORE MEANT THAT 
THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT EXPECTED ALL XM-L'S TO BE 
EQUIPPED WITH THAT WEAPON. GENERAL BRANDT REPLIED IN 
THE NEGATIVE. HE SAID THAT THE FRG COULD UNDERSTAND THE 
EARLIEST VERSION OF THE XM-1 BEING EQUIPPED WITH THE 
105MM GUN BUT THAT THE U.S. WOULD HAVE TO MAKE PUBLIC ITS 
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INTENTION THAT THE 120MM SMOOTH BORE WOULD REPLACE THE 
105MM GUN AT A PARTICULAR POINT IN THE PRODUCTION RUN. 

HE THEN WENT ON TO REPEAT THE WELL-KNOWN GERMAN POSITIONS 
CONCERNING THE UNAVAILABILITY OF THE BRITISH 120MM RIFLED 
BORE GUN AND THE ALLEGED LACK OF ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 
POTENTIAL IN THE U.S. 105MM GUN WITH ITS IMPROVED 
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CORRECTEDCOPY (LINE 5 PARA 5 OMITTED FROM 
ORIGINAL TRANSMISSION) 

AMMUNITION. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: WE BELIEVETHAT PROFESSIONALS IN 
THE FMOD HAVE RELUCTANTLY ACCEPTED THE FACTTHAT THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 01308 02 OF 02 240902Z 

US COULD NOT COME OUT IN FAVOR OF THE 120MM SMOOTH BORE 
GUN BY JANUARY 15. WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT THESE 
PROFESSIONALS LONG AGO ABANDONED ANY HOPE THAT THE US 
MIGHT BUY THE LEOPARD 2. THE FACT THAT W HAVE DELAYED 
A DECISION DOES NOT, IN THEIR VIEW, TAKE AWAY OUR 
OBLIGATION TO ADOPT THEI20MM SMOOTH BORE FOR THOSE 
TANKS WE INTEND TO DEPLOY TO NATO'S CENTRAL FRONT, 
ESPECIALLY SINCE THE GERMAN TANKS WILL HAVE THAT GUN 
AS PER OUR AGREEMENT. 
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5. EVEN THIS SOMEWHAT GRUDGING PARTIAL ACCEPTANCE OF 
US VIEWS BY FMOD PROFESSIONALS IS UNLIKELY TO BE 
SHARED BY MANY MEMBERS OF THE BUNDESTAG OR BY THE 
PRESS. WE MUST EXPECT TO HEAR A GREAT DEAL MORE IN THE 
MONTHS TO COME ABOUT THE TANK ISSUE, PARTICULARLY NOW 
THAT MORE AND MORE GERMANS ARE LINKING THE TANK ISSUE 
WITH AWACS. 

6. WHILE GENERAL BRANDT MAY HAVE GONE TOO FAR IN 
CLAIMING THAT A US DECISION AGAINST THE GERMAN 120MM 
SMOOTH BORE WOULD PUT NATO STANDARDIZATION ON THE 
SHELF FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS, IT WOULD CERTAINLY UNDER- 
CUT THEPOLITICAL SUPPORTEOR THAT PROGRAM IN GERMANY 
AND PERHAPS IN OTHEREUROPEAN COUNTRIES AS WELL. WE 
BELIEVEITWOULD ALSO WEAKEN TH POSITION OF THE 
MILITARY PROFESSIONALS (LIKE BRANDT) WHO WANT 
STANDARDIZATION AGAINST THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED 

IN PURSUING EUROPEAN OR NATIONAL COUNTERWEIGHTS TO 
TRADITIONAL AMERICAN PREDOMINANCE IN ARMS DEVELOPMENT 
AND PRODUCTION EOR NATO. 
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